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Some of The Rules for breeding Sebrights 

         ©  Laurie Smart 5/ 2019 REV 23 

         

  These very intelligent birds were created some 200 years ago.  Over the years 

Sebrights have developed some of their own ways of doing things, but little has 

changed in the standards over the years or in the different countries where they are 

shown.  I have written these Rules to help anyone who breeds Sebrights and 

particularly new comers.  A major part of keeping and breeding poultry is to improve 

the quality each year, and the excitement of having culls that you would have loved to 

have as breeders some three years ago. 

  Throughout these Rules, I have referred to dominant genes and recessive genes 

following the rules or principles of Mendel.  Genes come in pairs and for any trait it is 

usually the dominant geneǎΩ effect that we see and the recessive genesΩ effect is 
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invisible.  However in the absence of a dominant gene there will only be recessive 

genes and they will control what we see.  In these notes I have not attempted to label 

these genes with letters, does that really matter when selecting birds for mating?  

You can tell if a feature like a short back is dominant if both the mated male and 

female have short backs and the progeny are a mixture of both short and long backs 

then the long back is recessive.  The importance of this is that if a trait is a recessive 

gene then when it is established in a line of birds for good or bad it is locked into the 

line and carried from one generation to the next generation.  For example, ΨǿryΩ ǘŀƛƭǎ 

where the tail is held to one side (awry) is a recessive characteristic and once 

established in both sexes of a line it is impossible to breed it out without an out cross. 

  Other recessive features include feathers on the legs and feet, twisted or bent 

breast bones, the odd white feathers in the wings or tail, curved and roached backs, 

bent toes, long legs, long back, comb rising at the back of the head, straight comb, a 

comb with a single leader, or ingrown leader, combs with side sprigs, some forms of 

crooked toes, to list just some of them.  Also the black stripe of the hackle feathers 

running out of the tip of brown leghorn and Barnevelder males is recessive as well as 

the light coloured shaft is a recessive trait.  Birds with bright yellow legs have the 

yellow genes in both of the skin layers on their legs and are dominant to white legs.  

So a pair of birds each with yellow legs can produce light yellow or white legs. 

  Be aware that some recessive traits can be desired while other ones a curse.  

  Look for the recessive features and decide if it is desirable or not and select your 

breeders accordingly.  For example, very dark eyes in Sebrights is a desirable 

recessive trait, and once established it is easy to maintain because when the 

dominant red eyes gene is missing from the breeding pen, there exist only the dark 

eye genes.  Dominant traits such as drooped or low wings are easy to visually pick and 

although there may be the odd bird where atavism occurs in the next generation  

(i.e. they resemble a remote ancestor rather than their parents) and they hold their 

wings high (the recessive gene) they can be culled and with some luck the culls with 

the recessive gene can be reduced and over time can be eliminated.  In other words 

the dominant trait can hide the unwanted recessive gene and it is difficult to establish 

a dominant trait as the only gene of any feature in a line of birds.  Keeping good 

records of breeders can be helpful.  ²ƘŜƴ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ the effects 

of genetics and be an efficient breeder.  Just putting two good looking birds together 

and hoping for a magic result is taking the long way to get results. 
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To reiterate on these ideas the classic Punnett grids that follow are a graphic 

way to show the same ideas. 

LŦ ά5έ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ dominant ƎŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ άŘέ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƎŜƴŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ōƛǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǎ 

of DD or Dd then the dominant gene or trait will prevail.  

The recessive trait will only be displayed when a bird has two recessive genes dd 

A mating between two birds when one has a double dose of dominant DD and the other 

has double dose of recessive genes dd all the resulting progeny will be of the dominant 

trait carrying the recessive gene (Dd).  

 

If one     If one of the above progeny (Dd) is mated to the bird with the recessive trait (dd) bird 

then half of the young will be of the recessive type (dd) and the other half will have the 

dominant trait (Dd) and have the recessive gene hidden from view. 

If both of the birds mated have the recessive trait (dd) there is no dominant gene so all 

the progeny will all be of the recessive trait.  Alternatively if both have the dominant trait 

(DD) all the progeny will have only the dominant trait and the recessive gene has 

disappeared. 

 

When both of the mated birds each have the same dominant trait (eg short back) and 

but also have the recessive gene (long back) then about one in four (¼) of the progeny 

will show the recessive trait (long back) and the rest will show the dominant trait (short 

back). 

So if you mate two birds that look as though they have the same trait and some of the 

progeny have a different trait then that new trait is recessive. 

 

 

When both of the mated birds each have the same dominant visual trait (eg smutty tail 

feathers ςDd or DD) and only one has the recessive gene (clear tail feathers-d) then all of 

the progeny will show the dominate trait (smutty tail feathers DD or Dd) half will have 

the recessive gene (clear tail feathers-Dd but have a smutty tail feathers).  If you mate 

two birds that look as though they have the same visible trait (smutty tail feathers-DD or 

Dd) and they produce the recessive trait (clear tail feathers-dd) then that new trait is 

recessive and both of the mated birds will have the non visible recessive gene (clear tail 

feathers-d).  A bit of guess work, luck and several trials may be required but once you 

have one bird with two of the recessive gene (clear tail feathers-dd) and it will have the 

recessive gene in a visible form.  Breed it with a dominant (smutty tail feathered) bird it is 

only a matter of generations to eliminate the dominate trait (of smutty feathers-DD orDd)   

  The dominant fault of crimpled flight feathers and others can be treated the same way. 
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When considering more than one trait then multiply by 4 for the number of possible 

outcomes of each extra trait.  e g two independent traits produces 16 possible results, 

and 3 traits produces 64 possible results  and 4 traits produce 256 results. By fixing a 

trait into a flock so that there is only one form of the traitsΩ gene available that reduces 

the number of possible results by a factor of four. 

Take a good deal of the guess work out of breeding by using these genetic ideas as to 

what will be the likely results of any particular pair of birds that have been mated.   

Selecting the birds to make up a pen can only be a choice from what is available, and 

what can be incorporated in future pairs.  However if the trait or gene that you are after 

is missing and your flock does not have it, then an ΨimportΩ is necessary to incorporate 

that trait, whether it is recessive or dominant.   

 It can be so frustrating knowing what you want and not achieving a fruitful outcome, 

you seem to get one trait right only to find that another problem crops up.  Sometimes 

a fault can be rectified by selecting a bird that is as close as possible and persevering 

over the years. 

I have written these notes to pass on the observations that I have made to help you, as 

they are not easily found in poultry literature.   

It is one thing to read about selection criteria and another thing altogether to apply 

them to the birds in front of you, but keep a close eye to details and success is yours to 

have.  Progress can be slow and sometimes backwards but persevere.  There is a great 

shortage of people who are prepared to persevere with the challenge of breeding 

Sebrights. 

 After breeding Sebrights for some thirty years, I believe the following points to be true, 

and when I started using genetics it sped up the improvements of the birds in my flock.   

 

    FERTILITY 

1. Select for fertility  in males and good layers from females, because without fertile eggs 

there is no next generation!  Birds that are not producing fertile eggs are just not worth 

their keep except as a decoration in the front yard.  A birdsΩ good looks is no certainty 

that it is a good breeder that will produce a winner, the bird could be infertile, or it may 

not find the conditions that it is penned in is not conducive to breeding, or the drive to 

mate does not jell between the male and female. 
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2.  Always label each egg using a 5B grey lead pencil so you can follow the fertility of each 

pen and know where the successes and failures come from. i e keep a tally of eggs laid. 

  Be aware that most marking pens have toxic fluids in the ink that can kill the embryo.   

3. Use a small piece of lammi panel screwed on the outside of each pen for labelling and 

feeding/breeding notes using a 5B grey lead pencil. 

4. The dark colour of the hens comb makes it impossible to tell if she is laying by the 

colour of her comb but the size of the space between the bones on each side of the vent 

gives a good indication if there is enough space for an egg to come out.  Another good 

indication is the vent appears to smile when laying and is sad when not. 

5. You can expect a good layer will lay about three eggs a week during the four month 

season for about 4 or 5 years after that she will stop laying because she has exhausted 

her supply of egg follicles that she had when she was hatched.   

6. The hens mostly lay late in the season i.e. late spring - early summer when other 

breeds have finished, i.e. November ς February and usually finished by the end of April  

They seem to require lots of bright day light to stimulate them into lay.  This is OK 

because the Sebrights can mature quickly enough to show mid winter.  One pullet that I 

have hatched in December started laying late February.  To stimulate laying in winter 

use artificial lights for 4 hours before sunrise.  I have been told that Columbian 

Wyandotte bantams have a similar time line for reproduction.  Standard sized birds 

hatched in February will lay in 5 months in July so can be set in the incubator along 

side the Sebrights eggs.  

7. I use an incubator to set the eggs whenever they are laid but the cocks are usually 

infertile in winter.  The ability of a hen to be an effective reproducer is related to the 

number of eggs she lays, and good laying is genetically reproduced from mother to 

daughter.  The hatchability of eggs is usually about 30 to 50 for every 100 eggs and 

about 25 to 45 will hatch, of those only one or two will be worthwhile.  With those 

numbers it is no wonder that Sebright breeders are reluctant to sell eggs because of the 

fear of being abused for the poor hatches.  Some say this is all part of and parcel of the 

hen feathering of the males?  But in general birds that have a rosecomb have a low 

fertility and lay fewer eggs in spasmodic groups of days, it is not only Sebrights, brown 

leghorn bantams with rosecombs and Silkies have the same problems.  I have found a 

rosecomb leghorn that all her eggs would develop to about day 19 then promptly stop 

growing and do not hatch some sort of lethal gene in action (not common). 

Mind you, a Sebright hen hatched six out of the 10 eggs set under her in April. 
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8. There are claims that males that have the top tail feather curved are more fertile! 

 
His tail has a sickle like feather and he fertilised 29 out 32 eggs of which 27 hatched   

9. I wonder that if a strait combed bird with a flyaway comb mated to a rose combed bird 

would have a high fertility?  The progeny would all have the dominate rose combs 

carrying the recessive straight comb gene.  Note, a straight comb is a disqualification. 

10. Feeding a good Ψbreeders rationsΩ and the correct temperature in the incubator are 

crucial for hatching success.  It can also be said that a good diet is also important for 

young birds to develop good reproduction organs as they grow.  

11. I usually set the Sebright eggs weekly and I have had no problems with setting 10 day 

old eggs!   But basically ƛǘΩǎ a waste of time setting eggs that are more than 14 days old.   

12. During very hot summer days I will incubate any eggs that have been subjected to 30хC 

plus temperature on a daily basis, because it would be a waste of time to try to store 

them in temperatures over 20хC.  When it comes to brooding the chicks I have had no 

problems brooding the various age groups together with up to 4 weeks age difference. 

13.  Older hens will not accept females as newcomers into their pen, so hens cannot be 

shifted around nilly willy.  They behave the same way as bantam OEG and will never 

completely accept a new addition into the fold.  So raise the pullets together from a 

young age.  Or have lots of pens and cocks to set up individual mating pens.  It is usually 

OK to move cocks about from pen to pen where as moving the hens will put them off 

the lay.  One trick that sometimes works is to move an old hen out of a pen then 

introduce a new bird and after 24hours or so return the hen to make up the expanded 

group. 

14.  It has been shown by Clive Carefoot that the sperm of rosecomb cocks remains viable 

for only 5 days (compared to 10 days for birds with straight combs).  This is particularly 

so if they have a lot of workings on the comb and in winter.  So a hen left a week 

without a male should be clear of sperm and ready to produce fertile eggs from a new 

male after about two days.  Also logically the fertility of the rosecombs must be less 

than straight comb birds. 
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15. Sometimes the hen will just not mate with a particular cock, changing cocks or single 

mating may be the solution or a complete change of venue may suit her and start a new 

romance.  I have a set of twelve double show pens (1200x600) see p25 with perches 

that allow the birds to be housed in pairs and trios or even up to 4 birds without the 

litter becoming gluggy.  Bantam show pens (450x600) can only house two birds. See p26 

16. It goes without saying, always keep a least two cocks, as one may fall off the perch or 

be infertile.  The infertility may not be the cocks fault the hen can refuse to mate with 

a particular cock bird or just not capable of producing the fertile eggs with any cock bird 

even a proven breeder that is not aggressive enough to dominate the female. 

  Some cocks become infertile after two years. 

17.  Birds that are continually disturbed by noisy neighbours squawking loudly in nearby 

pens can be disrupted by the cacophony and their breeding upset resulting in no fertile 

eggs.  The solution is to use an old radio tuned to ABC classic FM or jazz and brain wash 

the birds of the virtues of good music and like magic they settle for a quieter life for all 

and fertile eggs. 

18.  Old hens will beat up young males so care needs to be exercised when making such a 

mating.  You may need to establish the young cock in a different pen and then move the 

old hen taking the risk that she may stop laying.  

19. Putting a laying hen into a show for one day will put her off the lay for about 6 weeks. 

 

  
                     This is the way to go forward.                                                                      Pay attention kids. 

20. In the autumn hens that do not produce young are let out to free range and fend for 

themselves.  Some of these infertile hens loose in the yard go clucky and make excellent 

mothers.  The trick is to find their nest of eggs which has triggered the cluckiness and 

set fertile eggs under them and to protect them from foxes.  Around the house garden is 

a good place a as theȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ  The chicks 

they raise appear to be better than artificially raised chicks and they make great 

entertainment for the family. 
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21. Selecting for resistance to diseases such as for Mareks will become automatic without 

inoculation because the disease resistant birds will be the only survivors left to breed 

with during the next season.  It does no one a favour breeding birds that produce young 

that are susceptible to diseases because the adults have been inoculated..  

22. I have been told that Stalosan F is a good coccidiostat, it works well for calves and fowl 

 

 

                                                 TYPE  
                              Shape makes the breed, colour distinguishes the variety 
           ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŀƭƭƻǘǎ  нл Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ¢ȅǇŜΣ  мл Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ р Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦор҈Φ 

 

23. Stance- a cocky, cobby bird that look like fan tail pigeon with a stance that has the head 

held back with the chest pushed out that looks like an ΨSΩ ǎƘŀǇŜΦ  Probably a recessive 

traitΣ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ got any birds that do not do it now, but I once had them. Judges seem to 

go for compact birds with short backs and the head held back. 

24.  Tail- The males should have hen feathers i.e. no sickle feathers in the tail and no hackle 

feathers (a dominant gene).  Sebrights should always be fanning their tail, probably 

because they are easily excited, males more so than females.  There is a dominant gene 

that makes the birds fan their tails all the time.  The tail is held at about 110deg to the 

back (the standard says held high).  Some males will pull their tail closer to a squirrel tail 

position when with females or when in front of strangers.  Lifting the tail from the 

horizontal is a recessive gene or maybe several genes interacting for the different 

angles.  The angle of the tail that a breeding female affects the males she produces. 

25.  Wings- Sebrights should have large drooping wings carried low.  This is caused by 

dominant genes, where as tightly held wings held up is caused by recessive genes.  This 

effect can be produced from drooping wing parents every now and again when each of 

the parents carry the uplifting recessive gene.  There are four levels of wing carriage 

ranging from very high, to high, then low and very low.  It is possible that two or more 

genes are interacting.  

26. Short legs, and thighs ǎŜǘ άǿŜƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘέ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ƎŜƴŜ and if only one of a 

mated pair has short legs and carry the gene for long legs. they will produce about 50% 

with short legs.  Breeds like leghorns require long legs (recessive gene) and once 

established in a flock they are there for all future generations.  
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                    The long legs and neck creates a gorky look.                                                  The short legs and neck will create  

                                                                                                                                                    a compact bird 

 

27.  The άōǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ōǊŜŀǎǘέ required by the standard is a dominant gene, also 

the άƭŜƎǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘέ.  I think that the narrow body which is associated with 

hocked legs is a recessive trait. 

 

 

                                                                      
                              The narrow body tends                                                                      the broad body allows the 

                              to produce hocked legs.                                                                     legs to be strait and apart 

 

 

28. Split wings is where there is a large gap between the primaries and secondary feathers.  

This is a recessive gene and like any recessive trait it is difficult to breed out. 

 



   

 
10 

 

 
 

 

29.  Full sweep of back - a good flourish of coverts or cushion at the base of the tail is 

needed to create a sweep up from the back to the tail feathers, this is because it makes 

the back look shorter with ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ  Ψ¦Ω  shape outline.  There is a dominant gene that 

creates this feature.  There seems to be three parts of the back that have their own gens 

they are the shoulders, the middle, and the cushion. 

                                
      Not having cushion feathers at the base of the                              This bird has the same length of her back, but 

      tail gives the visual appearance of a long back                               the cushion at the base of the tail and the fullness, 

      this is helped by the tight neck feathers.                                       of the neck feathers creates the look of a short back 

 

30. Wide neck hackle feathers forming a wide skirt at the back along with the head held 

ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ Ψ{Ω ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ helps to ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ Ψ¦Ω 

back line and a shorter back. 
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31.  Flat back, this also helps to visually create a short back,  (a dominant gene) so if a 

curved back exists (a recessive gene) in one of the birds in a pair it can appear in up to 

50% of the young.  There is another recessive gene that causes a raised spine at the fore 

of the back. 

32.  Short back is less than a hand width or 100mm ƻǊ пέ (a dominant gene) but if you only 

have long backed birds you will not breed short back birds.  This is because a long back 

is recessive and it is fixed in the progeny if both parents have a long back.   

           
         This bird has a back 20mm longer                                                This birds back is shorter than my hands  

              than my hand width of 100mm                                                      width and is probably 90mm long 

 

 

33.   A pair of birds where each have short back can produce a long back in their offspring 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ Ǝenes come together.  By only 

using short backed birds in the breeding pens over several years the recessive long 

backs will become a rare thing in the flock.  Sometimes it may be necessary to use a long 

back bird with a short back bird to get some short back birds of both sexes or some 

other desirable feature in to the flock.   


